Summary:
The While reports are available on the measurement of ischemic limb tissue oxygen concentration (Kunze, 1969; Jussila et al. 1984; Yamamoto, 1986) , invasive insertion of the electrode may present a problem and its clinical application is difficult. The tissue reflection spectrophotometer makes it possible to non-invasively measure tissue hemodynamics within a short period and with a simple procedure (Sato et al. 1979 ). This study was therefore designed to evaluate its ability to determine prognosis through the measurement of ischemic limb hemodynamics. (Yazaki and Yamaoki, 1984) . The time from onset is important in the evaluation of prognosis in ischemic limbs. But, evaluation based on time alone is difficult, especially in veno-occlusive diseases and chronic obstructive diseases. Taken together with the general condition of the patient and the extent of the blood flow interruption, measurement of hemodynamics using the tissue reflection spectrophotometer would provide useful information for prognosis of the ischemic limb. Although the present data is preliminary and further experience will be necessary to confirm these findings, we conclude from the present study that conservative treatment or thrombectomy was indicated when both the IHb and ISO2 values were decreased in comparison to the non affected foot. However, an elevated IHb and a decreased ISO2 indicate a worse prognosis and amputation of the limb should be considered initially.
